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Write A 
Rough Draft
• Why do I need one? 
• How do I write one? 
• Can I see an example?



Writing A Rough Draft
A rough draft should be just that – rough.

Why do I need a rough draft?

The sole purpose of a rough draft is to give you a place to start to 
formally put together your ideas with evidence. Additionally, writing 
a rough draft lets you gauge if you need to do more research, change 
your purpose, or switch topics completely. 

What do I need to write a rough draft?

If you’ve been following the writing process, your rough draft should 
be relatively easy. Plan your time and space accordingly, and bring 
with you:

•	Your pre-writing notes

•	Your research

•	References, like a dictionary or thesaurus

•	The assignment description, usually found on your syllabus, a hand 
out, or notes you took from the verbal instructions given

How can I use my pre-writing to write my rough draft? 

With any pre-writing strategy, you came up with the basic outline of 
what your paragraphs will be about. Now, to create your rough draft, 
you should only have to turn those phrases into complete sentences. 

It’s helpful to put your sentences into an outline before you put them 
into a paragraph format. This way, you can adjust the order of the 
sentences as you see fit, and make sure that your ideas are focused. 
Use your paragraph pattern to help you decide this. Once you have 
this decided, go back and create topic and closing sentences for  
your paragraphs. 



Ca
n 

I s
ee

 a
n 

ex
am

pl
e?

Le
t’s

 u
se

 a
n 

ex
am

pl
e 

on
 n

uc
le

ar
 e

ne
rg

y.
 O

ur
 ro

ug
h 

dr
af

t w
ill

 tu
rn

 th
e 

m
ai

n 
id

ea
s 

in
to

 s
en

te
nc

es
, a

nd
 p

ut
 th

os
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
to

ge
th

er
 in

to
 a

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
.

Pr
e-

W
ri

ti
ng

Ro
ug

h 
D

ra
ft

 - 
Se

nt
en

ce
 O

ut
lin

e
Ro

ug
h 

D
ra

ft
 - 

Co
m

pl
et

e 
Pa

ra
gr

ap
h

II.
 A

dv
an

ta
ge

s 
of

 
nu

cl
ea

r e
ne

rg
y

N
uc

le
ar

 e
ne

rg
y 

is
 a

dv
an

ta
ge

ou
s t

o 
th

e 
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t

N
uc

le
ar

 e
ne

rg
y 

is
 a

dv
an

ta
ge

ou
s t

o 
th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t a
nd

 th
e 

hu
m

an
s w

ho
 u

se
 it

. 
U

nl
ik

e 
co

al
 o

r p
et

ro
le

um
, n

uc
le

ar
 e

ne
rg

y 
pr

od
uc

es
 re

la
tiv

el
y 

lit
tle

 p
ol

lu
tio

n 
du

rin
g 

m
an

uf
ac

tu
rin

g 
an

d 
us

e.
 A

dd
iti

on
al

ly
, 

nu
cl

ea
r e

ne
rg

y 
is

 a
 re

ne
w

ab
le

 so
ur

ce
 

of
 e

ne
rg

y,
 w

he
re

as
 o

th
er

 so
ur

ce
s 

m
ad

e 
fro

m
 fo

ss
il 

fu
el

s a
re

 fi
ni

te
. M

os
t 

im
po

rt
an

tly
, t

he
 w

as
te

 th
at

 n
uc

le
ar

 
en

er
gy

 p
ro

du
ce

s i
s s

m
al

l c
om

pa
re

d 
to

 th
at

 o
f f

os
si

l f
ue

ls.
 N

uc
le

ar
 e

ne
rg

y’s
 

cl
ea

r a
dv

an
ta

ge
 o

ve
r f

os
si

l f
ue

ls
 is

 o
fte

n 
ov

er
sh

ad
ow

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
fe

ar
s t

ha
t s

te
m

 
fro

m
 th

e 
di

sa
dv

an
ta

ge
s o

f i
t.

A
. C

le
an

U
nl

ik
e 

co
al

 o
r p

et
ro

le
um

, n
uc

le
ar

 e
ne

rg
y 

pr
o-

du
ce

s r
el

at
iv

el
y 

lit
tle

 p
ol

lu
tio

n 
du

rin
g 

m
an

uf
ac

-
tu

rin
g 

an
d 

us
e.

B.
 R

en
ew

ab
le

Ad
di

tio
na

lly
, n

uc
le

ar
 e

ne
rg

y 
is

 re
ne

w
ab

le
 so

ur
ce

 
of

 e
ne

rg
y,

 w
he

re
as

 o
th

er
 so

ur
ce

 m
ad

e 
fro

m
 fo

s-
si

l f
ue

ls
 a

re
 fi

ni
te

.

C.
 D

is
po

sa
l

M
os

t i
m

po
rt

an
tly

, t
he

 w
as

te
 th

at
 n

uc
le

ar
 

en
er

gy
 p

ro
du

ce
s i

s s
m

al
l c

om
pa

re
d 

to
 th

at
 o

s 
fo

ss
il 

fu
el

s.

D
. C

lo
si

ng
N

uc
le

ar
 e

ne
rg

y’s
 c

le
ar

 a
dv

an
ta

ge
 o

ve
r f

os
si

l i
s 

of
te

n 
ov

er
sh

ad
ow

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
fe

ar
s t

ha
t s

te
m

 fr
om

 
th

e 
di

sa
dv

an
ta

ge
s o

f i
t.



Elftmann Student Success Center | Dunwoody College of Technology
REV: 8/12

References

•	Landsberger, Joe. (1996). Study guides and strategies. Retrieved 
from http://www.studygs.net

•	Zackery, DeBorah Green. (2010). Paragraph writing handbook. 
Informally published manuscript, Student Success, Dunwoody 
College of Technology, Minneapolis, MN.

Contact Us

Teresa Milligan 
studentsuccess@dunwoody.edu 
612-381-3398 
dunwoody.edu/studentsuccess

 


